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© db) outward excitement, foand in crowded assemblies 


ES d)ne might almost imagine the apostle’s description 
Eo! the * 
that cuch are the times in which we live, as to render 


© outside appearances around him the servant of the 


Seu ts also from barriers which have risen up to oppose 
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For the Watchrfan and Reflector. 


SPIRITUAL DEPRESSION. 
‘HE PRESENT LOKREWARM CORDITION OF EVANGELICAL CHURCHES 
AS fRORNTIVR TO TROREASED eri eryTatiry AxD PRATER. 


Warerk is the Christian, looking from any apirit- 
val stand-point, but must be painfully impressed with 
the present condition of our beloved Zion. The re- 
torns from the majority of our Associations ought to 
affect as very deeply. It would seem te the writer 
that, in too anamy churches, bat few conversions have 
t-ken place, and in some, retrocession stares us full in 
the face. Our desire is to write so as to correct 
evils, to lead many to meditate and pray, and, if pos- 
hie. furnish metives for increased diligence “ in_the 
work of the Lord.” 

Instromentalities, or_agencies, aré DOW IM Qpera- 
tion, which not only weaken the power of the minie- 
try, but also that of Christians,and thas induce spir- 


than the beginning of the history of civilized man.” 
For the Watehipan aiid Refiector. — 
THE SYRIAN’ DISCIPLE. 
wee ee , 
A Srrran home stood beneath its palm trees. High 


while, below, the wind dallying withthe slender 
leaves of the olive, and the glossy foliage of the 
orange, now tossed them aside to let the sanbeams in 
apon their stems, aod anoe claved them ad suddenly 
sparrows, bees made a 
pleasant mermur in the 'ereepers which Sung their 
tendrils far wp the roof, and floeks of doves, strong in 
itual depression. There is wanting in our churebes Pans. aa ‘at -approsching ‘footsteps, 
that deep-toned earnestness of piety which is alone Peer —_ pi gett a ann ena hen 
the growth of frequent communion with our Heaven- ‘dd 7 es sews STH : 7 
ly Father. A languor and decay is manifest, of spir- |. id ¥ po lane : ” " ~ =) A 
jrual feeling, of rich experience, and of holy graces, oe ft me of i .  - blo —_ 
Behevwers do not generally display the existence of an Pst cing re - 9 owe ong 
ward life, seen in calm and elevated converse with ~ her bridegroom for Ackla bad wedded the fairest 
tLeir fellow-men, especially sinners , of a life not ted of the Svei andl The ‘ 
rian @ youeg man heard, but 
not with that rapt attention be had so often accorded, 
for the beauty of the singer faseinated equally with 
her song, and be might new without rebuke gaze 
into her dark eyes, and read therein her treasured 
secrets. In their clear depths lay an expression of 
trasting love and profound content, a something which 
seemed almost audibly to say, ‘my lot is indeed 
blessed.” Se the husband looked and listened till 
there sprang up within him a passionate fear of death, 
an unutterable longing for a lengtbened span of life. 
Quick in his resolves as in bis impulses, he exclaimed, 
“ This very night, Hillia, I will seek the Mountain 
Lord must strive; but by no means ought he to be Hermit and bis magic aenanens < ~ 
gentle to all men, nor heavenly, nor forbearing, neith- gees answered Hillia, “ the weg is long meee 
Ber should he meekly instruct the ignorant. W oridh- a sme nat = a with dangers © 
ness and mammon have made an inroad upon the | 
eburch, and weakened its power upon the world. As 4 Thou art fearful from thy love, nevertheless, let 
a  onsequence, the true nature of service for God is aged the fountain, and bring of its waters also 
Jo-t sight of, or forgotten. Few, comparatively, enter = peti ; 
the field under a profound conviction that they are| _ So with little preparation Ackla departed. Some- 
Lealied of God té battle manfully, as in a death strag- wanes the lovely valley scene inclined bim to linger, 
igic. with the adversary of baman happiness. Few sometimes the sublanity-of enow-crested eummite, oF 
' Coristians seem to toil as if solemnly addressed by a the distant = stretching out like rm blae vapor, made 
Being whose commands are clear and urgent, to pro- bim pause in his ascent. Sometimes the precipice 
claim the tidings of a world’s redemption; who, | &*e¥ steep and stern, and sometimes a dull, cold fear 
whether they live or die, whether they have aban-| generated by often heard superstitions crept chilly to 
dance or be sunk in penury. meus! speak that which his heart ; but above all gleamed a lovely face, fleat- 
‘they feel and know: who “go forward” not for wages ed fond home tones, and the loiterer again pressed 
Py this world’s offering. but as those who are expect- | °"- The last height was woti, and the dim cavern 
ing reward in glory, and whose fidelity is measured | was just before™him. As he stopped, uncertain bow 
not by that of other men, bat by the mighty claim of address its inmate, there came forth a man of gen- 
Ha perishing world, and by the commands of our Lord tle aspect, who spread some dried frait upon a rock, 
and Saviour, We have yet in sober reality to feel beside a limpid spring. He knelt'a few moments, 
‘hat to fallow Christ involves the oross, the exercise |4%d ‘then began'te éat, but seeing the wayfarer, be 
Sof self-denial, and the meek and lowly virtues of the beckoned him to come forward. “ You are welcome, 
Man of Nazareth. my son,” he said, “to my frugal fare.” 

Phe present depressed condition of the chureh re- Thus hidden, Ackla took a bandful of dates, and 
then eaid, * It pains me to reduce the scanty meas- 
The ideas of the age are Ure of your little stock, when I have myself enough 
The for my necessities, though, perhaps, for men speak 
wonderful things of thee, thou canst at will multiply 
thy substance by a thousand fold.” 

It would eeem as ifthe “No,” said the hermit; * such power is not given 
q me, but there are those who would not willingly per- 


Sand eloquent sermons; a life that eeeks the solitude 
Bei the closet, and grows by meditation on the heaven- 
manva. A living Christianity—an embodiment in 

xe daily life, of the precepts of the Great Teacher— 
San imitation of the lowly and self-denying virtues of 
" the Redeemer—and a striving against error and sin, 
Pare by no means characteristics of modern times. 


servant of Ged” had been read inversely ; 


inapplicable ; and with so mach of wealth and of 





° progress of the gosjrel 
verse tothe progress of pure Christianity. 
ids of the people are occupied and to a great ex- 
t erwhelmed by great schemes of national ad- 

neement and civilization. 
ecedented increase of the means for physical an 

tual enjowment, was leading us astray, and mit me to suffer.” ° - 
nder the ' “ Thou hast then benefitted them! Perchance the 


e promise of a general amelioration of om 
deep buried gold comes to thee at thy bidding, and 


condition of the masses by commercial and polit- 
measures. the beautiful fitness of the ‘** glorious flashes in thy coffers at a call.” 
tn « ecften the lot of fallen humanity.” The > “ /-bave benefitted those I spoke of, bat not with 
lirars now called forth, leave no gold.” ; 
nor taste for quiet thonght, nor for consideration « Thow hast, it may be, given them rank, influence 
the wants of the moral and Spiritual parts of our oF command over the elements, to stay the rushing 
¢ winter cam- Wind and to call forth the pealing thunder.” 
“ No, my son, thou hast not yet reached the secret 


ted 
TY 


rei 
x*rao activities 


atures. Furtrer Than torr, the” omim 
ign of popular and philosophical leetures—the elab- ; 
sted mechanism of museums and fascinating plea- of my benefactions.” 
es—are all calculated te quench in the souls of “ Then, O venerated sage! thou must have given 
ieny any thought or desire for “ the truth as it is in them of that fountain of unending life which woe say 
beus.” ‘Perpetual mofion in worldly matters, and wells so brightly in thy dwelling. Oh, if thou 
» Christ, is becoming the law of our spirit- would’st give one draught—only unto me ” 
Thus the fature destiny of mankind is “I do indeed teach the way toa well of water 
: springing up unto everlasting life. “I can give thee to 
nif hear its gushing, but not to drink of its crystal flood.” 
-e trom Gell. “Thave jewels great magician. The chrysoprase, 
The age is utilitarian, and that which is a matter sparkling with imprisoned sunlight, pearls with a 
e and faith, and not of present apparent good, faint rose-tint lying upon their snow, and sapphires 
id aside for anything that seems more real and blue as the sky at midsummer, and glowing vain 
Forms of error have arisen to corrupt and depths. They were part of the dowry of my bride, 
other Jo. Who sent them to exchange for thy wondrous treas- 
ure.” 
The hermit looked on the excited countenance of 
his guest, long and sadly. At last be asked, “ Hast 
tract. alas, too often ‘advantageously in the estima- ‘hou found this world so full of happiness that thou 
tion of many with the piety of our forefathers. O would’st fain dwell here forever ?” 
for are val of that faith which so illustriously and “ My home is the loveliest in the valley, and =7 
Lconstantly adorned the pathway of the Paritans. bride is fairer than the day star, and her voice ts 
‘dime was when our churches were the refuge of the sweeter than the tones of the lute heard from afar in 
tarwee of the Lamb. of the stricken spirit seeking the midnight. Life is glorious'to as father, and we 
im of Gilead, of the thirsting soul longing for would grasp its cup to the very last.” 
“ And all thoa askest is the life here?” 
“ Ay; for me and for my bride, the life here.” 


and too many are drawn into the meshes 


nfal habits, and thus involved in certain depart- 


id<troy the faith. Spiritualism and sandry 
«ns, bave spread their nets, and eotangled the 
fect of many. A superstitious adherence to forms, 


i regard to the formula and externals of piety, 


ore waters of salvation. 


Another reason may be assigned for the spiritual 
jepression which exists in our charches,in the pres) ~ Thou would'st then pass by the fountain even 


Lent form of our theolegy. which w not consonant though I should lead thee to its very brink, for the 
nough with the Bible, nor the wants of hamanity. life it gives pertains to another world, where there is 
Vhat is our theology, but too much # set of doctrines neither marrying por giving in marnage, neither buy- 

realities of the spiritual life ing nor selling, neither wealth nor poverty.” 

ch they are founded? Too much of matter,| Sothe two talked far into the night, but the young- 
uttle of spirit; a traditional form, without the er heard all the while the bleating of his great flocks, 

trines. indeed, seem almost to have | the lowing of bis oxen mingled with the ruetling of 
opped out of sight. The utter depravity of man, | vine leaves, and the songs of bis merry bride; and 
be supremacy of the divine will, regeneration by the | when the grey dawn was visible be rose, saying, 
Holy Spirit, justification by faith,*throagh Christ, | Farewell for the present, father, I will come again.’ 
. whom we have now received the atonement "and|  * Yes,” said the bermit,“ thou wilt come again. 
u loment to come, are too seldom topics of public or| Not as thou agw art, but thou wilt surely come 
srivate discourse ; and that, because they are not re again.” 

red im the inward life of Christian men, The doc-| “ Dost thow then see so much darkness in my fu- 
four holy faith are but the principles of spirtt- | ture that thou so certainly countest upon my re 
wai hie—the expression of seli-evident facts in the | turn ?” 

history of the regenerated soul. “No,” replied the sage, “I see in thine only what 
When a regenerated man is fally conscious of bis “Leece in that of othere,— weariness of the world’s best 

us privileges, the doctrines cannot bat be beld | gifts, sick ness, disappointment and sorrow ; and run- 
vaght by bim. If iting a boly life of obedience ning through all, lessening the brightness and deep- 
i prayer, after the precepts of the Great Teacher, ening the gloom, a vague, haunting dread of the un- 
- recipient cannot but be a propounder of these known hereafter.” 
ceo dootrines which form bie experience. How! “Ten years from this 1 will come again,” anewer- 
he follower of Jesus but proclaim the doctrines ed the youth. “ Thy blessing, father, and now once 
-oms? Our theology is meagre and dry, be- }more farewell.” 

. wants the support of am internal, vigorous| “Tem years! It seemed ‘a long, long’ time-to the 
of « larger expenence of the power of things re- young man ashe dashed down the mountain steeps, 
dio bring us into contact with the things prom- | yet when they had gone by, he said sadly, “ Are they 

lof G \\e gost live af men Tisen with Christ, fled #0 soon?” The valley home was enlarged and 
power of bis resurrection. “ As many as decorated with the luxury of a palace. More heavi- 
« Spit of God, they are the sons of ly bung the vine branches over the bigh trellises, 
lL nleee a man dave the Spirit of Christ he is broader were the shadows of the mulberry and the 
this ‘Throughout the entire, range of our pomegranate, wider the fields of grain, more namer- 
i tean experience, be ovre the blessed habit ofa ous the train of obseq nious attendants. Wealth had 
+rpeivel supplication for the energizing wwihuences accomplished its little all for the felicity of Ackla, 
ndwelkeg Senetdier. What we most of all yet, true fo his appointment, he again sought the 

is @ rewivel of that spinitual life, whieh will | mysterious cavern, 
ake we clear ts) onents ota hav adage and vilalizing | 
4.% | the hermits 


t do not express the 


some do 


itietsansty. 


slsameity, i ihe London Quarterly Review, closes that other home ?” 
the followmeg bopetal paragraph: 
the cours 
npediments it has encountered. spite of the dark- hind thee ?” © 
which from time to time has Clouded the fate of 
risterdom, hae always moved enward, and from 


slitanity has not drooped it bas lived, it 
hed. it hae exy anded, it has crown more and 


as ot bas remained with the mileences of , i , 
is con- | Meeting and ancertain, | am 


home, but (so far aa European histor 
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che omega no less than ‘the ‘alpha; >thecend ho les 


in ait their long boughs waved like royal banners, 


“ | bave expected. thee many days, my son,” said 


* Yes.” answered Ackla, “ I have come; wilt thou 
Cunmutaniry.—-The Historical 8 keteh of Lati-| forget my former coldness, and indeed tell me of 


“ Gladly, ary son, but first tell me ; said I not tro- 
of the Chrietian religion, spite of all ly when | prophesied of the years thou hast left be- } 


“ And thy bride?” gt see “Se rete cl 
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yg MN | kneeling aa | perenne A&A ‘WORD IN SEASON. 
é| and eloquent ‘Bédtch preacher, Robert M.McCheyne, 
| whose lovely spitit eseaped a little while ago from the 
, whicli tad confined it, to heaven. I am struck 


= 
- 


indufned bitterly for them at first, but the 
is more merciful than the fire, and I thank God that 
Talone am left to walk that terrible pathway.” 
The hermit looked up enquiringly. } 
“ Yes,” answered Ackla, “there have been many 
martyts among ty flock, and few days will have 
passed ere the shepherd will be stricken with the 
sheep.” 


* Sytia is not all the world, my son, and the fury in Christ.” “ 
of the enemy will be at last appeased.” It is not the long, elaborate sermons which reach 
“ Nay, father, bat the teacher must suffer with the the hearts of men generally. A single sentence is 
taught. . For me, there is no way to my Master but | often God's arrow, cast at a venture, which enters the 
by the fagot and the flame.” heart of the enemy of Jesus, and induces the soul to 
The next morning the old man offered to accom: 
pany bis guest. Many times Ackla entreated him to 
return, but in vain. His strength sustained by some 
lofty purpose did not falter. Now leaning on b'# 
staff, and now on his companion’s arm, be lightened 
the toil of the descent by pleasant histories of his con- 
verts. As they neared the plain, however, be per-| 6 
ceived a light wreeth of smoke, which by degrees | Will often be. the means of subduing a soul which has 
grew and deepened into a dense black column, He | Fesisted the canonading of the pulpit, and been proof 
knew that at least one Syrian martyr was then pass- | against all the batteries of public discourse. This fire- 
ing upward to glory, and gradually turning to sacred | 8", whose heart MeCheyne reached, would never 
topics be drew from bis vast stores of divine truth, | bave gone into the church, and would not bave been 
euch fuliness of instruction, such abundant consola- | sfected by the truth if be bad, but the preacher 
tion, such incentives to duty, such. ground-work. for | reached him when be was off bis guard, and was the 
hope, that Ackla divined his purpose, and pointing to ‘strument in his conversion. Who could not preach 
the fearful signal, asked in a low choked voice, “Thou, such a sermon as McCheyne preached to that fire- 
also, my father ?” | ae? Homo. 
Plieyit ¥* = yea * Mapy. paert,, Ag? ‘Nees Yor the Watchman and Reffector. 
alike fate. My faith is now stronger, my hope | ; 
tes, cree wat obedient. If God so witls, TRE MEMBER orid aumineae AND CHRIS- 
| Eee . In the year 1818,as is already known to many 
| en, on, on Tae Mess Sette Hotes the | of our mt be the British legislature was called on 
| earth with ie golden rays, fierce, lurid flames shot to renew the charter of the East India Company ; 
epward ” meet him, and the breese thet follewed and as by that time the number of the friends of 
played with the ashes of the hermit and his disciple, | Cp,ie1ian Missions bad vastly increased, many thous- 
Oe Sr earturep aera the Yam ands united in petitions that a clause might be insert- 
ed in the said new charter, protecting missionaries in 
Bex De Geengg= ank Baten. their attempts to enlighten the minds of the Hindoos | 
SAPS, DEATH, AN SESRSEe: on the important topics of the Bible. This raised the 
| Whar is life? A thread, easily broken. A flower | spirit of opposition; an4 infidelity, both in Parlia- 
that springeth up to-day, and to-morrow is cut down | ment and out of it, did all it could, happily without 
and withered. A vapor that soon passesaway. It is | effect, to destroy the spirit of toleration. 
chequered with cares, disappointments, joys, sorrows,| 4 mong the most violent of the opposers of Missions 
| perplexities, envies, hopes, tears, comforts, pleasures, | was Charles Marsh, Eeq.,® member of the House of 
shade and sunshine, A state, in which every act! Commons. Itmway be worth while to record on the 
word, and thought, aflects the soul, sinking it toward page of bistory who-and what he was. He was origi- 
the world of wo, or elevating it to the joys of para-| yi), sept out asa Judge-advoeate to Madras,in In- 
\dise. The time to reflect, to resolve, to act, to repent | gia; and on bis return to England wished to-enter 
| of sins committed ; the time for faith in Christ—t0 | Pariiament. At that time there was no difficulty in 
| receive His salvation—to escape hell—to win bea-| going this, provided aman was able and willing to 
ve nd money. There were certain ‘ rotten boroughs,’ 
And what is death ? It is the opening of the eyes. aie ove: called, where some ten or twelve pte 
Before death the soul sees “as through a glass dark- | ,, perbaps.even less, were able to send one or two 
ly, now face to face.” The entrance door to beaven | pembers to the House of Commons, and were always 
and hell. To the follower of Christ, the end of sor-| ready to choose the men who gave most money for 
‘row, care, and pain; the beginning of purity, holi- | their votes, Among these places was a borough cail- 
' ness, blessedness. But to the soul unregenerated— ed East Retford, in Nottinghamshire, which was af- 
the departure of Adam from Eden—tbe closing Of | terwards disfranchised for its notorious venality. 
{tae wi a of ea ct Cs Man epee 3 
And what is eternity? It ie the age of God, and | ee nn een a icctors Mare ce 
hs phesidind yogi bet ja patos me ne lawyer, and bis undoubted talent was quite equalled 
in bappi blushing i 
|“ There are a certain number of leaves upon the 2 pet wr ~ ay aie — p wepe- ao 
trees, a certain number of blades of grass in the field; | yore the political mestings were usually held, and 
‘acertain number of grains of sand upon the sea-/ ())17:son at his side, he told the tol ~ 
shere, a certain number of drops in the ocean ; but ing treeholders, that they were a set of | ms 
were the number of leaves multiplied by the blades | , lent electors, not to. be bought and. sold like 
of grass in the field, end this product by the cheese and-hope in their fair; andefter.a long 
sands of the sea-shore, and this again by the drops in| «1 0+ tact and talent, he : his " ma 
the ocean, the product would not approximate eter- leneeaan heheh end ah hetandl be « 
nity.” Having passed the. river of death, the soul friend bere, though he casaottalk mach, he will vote 
enters upon its eternal, unchangeable, though pro- right.” Keay this nancedtt alt this, ae 
gressive state. “ He that his filthy let bim be filthy) | ua froma nese ’ ellis! 
still, and he that is holy let him be holy still. To the| 14, well-known oak in Sherwood Forest, the old 
child of God, what before was the faith of Peter as bellenentweehd he-csatin o day er Sets, With ean 
he walked upon the waves of stormy Genesareth is now |. o¢ ton 4 notes, and.an order to leave.cae.on 
the confidence of actual possession. Death bas been the table of every voter. 
swallowed up in victory, and he “ has received the ; 
<a of bin thith, oven the salvation of bla seal” And | ©*SbintusGhu-anumy qeate-tuaten ‘wo pretunaes 
as the concentrated glories of Jebovah’s kingdom to British Senators, op July 1, — that by means 
burst upon his enraptured vision, be breaks out in of the caste among the Hindoos, the soul and all its 
grateful exclamation, “Thanks be unto God who powens nave honed tn Reakeiniem, a tp.ae afin 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Chriet,” | ube and — chain,” 60 . es on intte- 
Det dhh ‘dhe tenpetions'iknmer it W nat bu, Seyi | Se hetoele 0. thp. pnenaly Ham. of. the: Alindnan; en 
that some new power hitherto undiscovered in the 


stones for building the temple at Jerusalem were ; . 
wrought and prepared im the mountains, so the stones moral world,and equivalent to that which the old- 


that compose the spiritual temple of Christ must be 
hewn and prepared in this life. 0. P. F. 























Vor the Watchman and Reflector. 
A HINT FROM HISTORY. 
Diowysrvs, ot Sicily, beard a minstrel perform 
with much sweetness on his instrament, accompany- 
ing hie performance with delightful singing. The 
King was so much gratified, that he promised the 
man a very large reward, which encouraged him to 
play and to.sing still better, When the mwwsic bad ee sory ae er om 9 hay amen 
ceased, and the man waited for the promised reward, os 
the king somewhat unceremoniously dismissed him 
without contributing to bis puree, telling him he would 
carry away as much of the promised reward as he 
himself would of the music ; and that he had paid bim 
x hy je at Sey et te py More than forty years bave passed away since this 
re masic. , | yous 
uh in ad po a eras a 
jaccuser? History echoes, “ Where.” 
thercempasitin charme.theit ease; ond the pranshee, pple clnpe aps pearier manent 
too, is pleased because bis bearers are so, but neither : 
mon, and the preacher derives no profit from | 
meaning applause. aie -daeaiin heme iene meeting at Free Mason's Hall, London. Theeab- 
voice is “a very lovely song,” has-nothing in it which ject of the recent visit of a deputation to the Walden- 
can be remembered or reduced.to practice... |" Churches came under notice. On thie matter 
Hon. and Bey, Baptist W, Noel spoke as follows : 








college, only ready here, 





« Aye, bat too truly, father.--Wealth came,and jasd who have been here long-enough to give proof taina, 
nward movement Gerived its main etre th. power which open such bright prospects of accom- of soundness. Pa é, —* 

plished good, but with them came base homage in- | 
ic tiie Hebe: dine want | erglnn af tinny ese al manent 
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iver Street Baptirt church. At the last meeting of 
the Hudson River Association South, it was arranged 


preliminary business, listened to an excellent address 
by Rev. Mr. Banvard. The meeting was continued 
through the afternoon, when letters from most of the 
schools within the limits of the Association, were read, 
and various verbal reports given by the delegates. 
During the evening, addresses were made by several 
gentlemen, and statements of great interest to the 
welfare of the cause were given. 

The Convention was permanently organized to 
meet annually, and employ such instrumentalities 
within ite limits, as might not only ccnduce to the 
prosperity of existing scbools, but also tend to raise up 
mission schools—several of which are already in suc- 
cessful operation. 

k8omx New Booxs.— Among the new books out, 
are some from “ our folks.” One from your old friend, 
Rev. Mr. Banvard, entitled, * Wisdom, Wit, and 


and doings, and the sayings of others concerning 
them, as will enablé one to form a most interesting 
estimate of their appearance, habits, and character. 
There is, I think, no book extant that gives so much, 
and so correct information of the ancient philosophers, 
in so small a space, and so conveniently arranged as 
thi 


Mr. Fletcher has lately published a book with the 
very poetical, and attractive title of “ Station.” 
It is biographical sketches of deceased Baptist minis- 
ters, embellished with fine portraits of such men as 
Staughton, Baldwin, Sharp, Peck, Parkinson, Brantly, 
and others. It is gotten up in fine, ornamental style, 
and contains meworials dear to thousands. 

Mr. Fletcher bas published another excellent book, 
entitled, “ The Pastor's Gift,” from the pen of Rev 
A. doy, of Obio. It comprises instructions and sug- 
gestions for persons in all positions and relations, as 
father, mother, child ;—in the family, in the chureb, 
in the community. It would be an excellent book in 
the hands of all our church members, and if well read, 
could not fail to make them more intelligent as to 
their daties, and more faithful in the performance of 
them. 


Fvans & Dickerson publish a neat little book from 
the pen of Rev. A. D. Gillette, written in his best 
style. It is entitled, “ The Last Gilt,” and narrates 
most interestingly the Christian lives and Christian 
death of two females, peculiarly associated in their 
conversion and religious experience. It will be read 
with pleasure, especially by the young. 

Cuurcurs anv Pastonrs.—Several of the pas- 
tors are preaching serial sermons on Sabbath even- 
ings, on various Scriptural and religious subjects. 
This custom is common at this season among all de- 
nominations. ‘The practice, carried toa certain ex- 
tent, is very useful, and brings to the churches many 
persons who otherwise would never frequent the 
sanctuary, and imparts much useful religious instrac- 
tion, not given in ordinary pulpit ministrations. But 
there is great danger in carrying the practice too far, 
—of constituting a false, and Jess Scriptural standard 
of pulpit ministrations, and supplanting Gospel preach- 
ing by religious lecturing, and in expending more 
care on the latter, to the neglect of the former. The 
reputation of some of our most noted pulpit orators 
rest chiefly on their Sabbath evening lectures, pre- 
viously announced and advertised, rather than on 
their Sabbath sermons. We need to be careful. 
Rev. Mr. Banvard has just completed a course of 
Sabbath evening lectures on Romanism ; they were 
exceedingly well received. Rev. Mr. Wescott is giv- 





ing a series of discourses on the evidences of Chris- 
tianity. Rev. Mr. Gillette ie preaching a series of 
afternoon sermons on Scripture doctrines. Rev. Mr. 


Hiscox is preaching a series of Sabbath evening dis- his 


courses on “ The Bad Men of the Bible,” illustrating 
the capital sins. Others may be similarly engaged 


Rev. Mr. Isley is understood to be about to 


The delegates met in the forenoon, and after some 





many others: the 
desire to be taught and strengthened by every one of 
you.” 
_ Having fhus spoken, with something more to the 
like purpose, with much pain and interruption, he 
desired them to sing the 7ist Pslam, which begins 
thas: “In thee, O Lord, I put my trosf, let me never 
be confounded” himeelf joining with them as well as 
bis exhausted strength would permit. And wher 
they recited these’ words, “ Thou art my hope, O 
Lord, my trust even from my youth,” he added, 
* Thou only wast my whole hope; and as they went 
forward, saying, “ Cast me not off in the time of age, 
rsake me not when my strength faileth mie; yea, 
head forsake me nof, 
ication to himself, « He is 
an old man, be is truly grey- headed, and his strength 
faileth him, who lieth on bis death-bed.”. To which 
he added other short prayers, aa if he were moved 
thereto by the power of Gods Spirit, saying, “ Lord, 
irit ; Lord, now let 
depart in peace, break off all delays, suffer thy ser- 
vant to come unto thee, command him to be with 
thee ; Lord, receive my spirit.” 
At this time. when one of those who stood by pray- 
ed with tears, that, if it might stand with God's 
sure, he would restore bim to bis former bealth, the 
ious Jewel. overhearing him, turned his eyes as if 
were offended, and spoke to him those words of 
Ambrose, “*T have not lived so that I am ashamed 
to live longer, neither do I fear to die, because we 
have a merciful Lord.’ A crown of righteousness is 
laid up for me. Christ is my righteousness. Father, 
let thy. will be done; thy will, 1 say,and not my will, 
which is ippenet and depraved. Lord, confound 
me not. is is my to-day” (alluding probably to 
thuse words of Christ, “ To-day shalt thou be with 
me in paradise”); “ this day let me quickly come to 
thee, this day let me see the Lord Jesus.” 
Afier a few fervent inward prayers of devotion 
and sighs of longing desires, the soul returned to God 
that gave it. Such wasthe death of Bishop Jewel, 
a most worthy trumpet of Christ’s glorious gospel. 





FUTURE PUNISHMENT. 


ATTRACTED by a notice in your paper of Saturday 
last, I repaired to a certain church in this city on 
Sunday evening to bear a discourse of “ Fature Pun- 
ishment.” The object of the preacher was to prove 
its non-eternity. He presented a variety of argu- 
ments, among which I notice one on which the force 
of his reasoning seemed to binge. He stated that the 
Greek word aion and its cognates, rendered in the 
English version eternal, eternity, &c., did not thus sig- 
nify ; and that “ no scholar would stake his reputa- 
tion upon asserting that such was their meaning.” 
I may not have any reputation worthy of bei 
staked cpon such an issue, but I freely assert the fol- 
lowing: Aion is a derivative from aei (always) and 
on, the present participle of the verb einai, (to be). 
Its original and proper signification, therefore, ts ai- 
ways berng. It may be defined literally duration with- 
oul interruption and without end. 
But, as the preacher and bis congregation may say 
that this is merely my assertion, I will give them an 
authority or two which should command their re- 
spect; and as these scholars have passed on to the 
“ spiritland,” I presume they will care very little 
vo ene may be pronounced upon them by 
How, then, was aion. understood among the 
Greeks at and before the time the New Testament 
into Greek ? 
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given rise to more or less of mi 
statement—of which, indeed, the columns of the 


forth in it, for insertion in your paper. I present the 
views simply, without indicating the grounds on which 
they are based, and without attempting at all their 
In the first place I should premise—for here there 
seems especially to have been misapprehension— that 


| the Discourse treats exclusively of particular or special 


It endeavors to trace some of the ways 
in which we may conceive such providences to be ac- 
complished, and also to indicate certain general eri- 
teria by which we may jedge of the portion of the 
Divine government embraced in them. It takes for 
granted a generat, all-embracing providence, iaclud- 
ing the little as well as the great—the most minute 
as well as the most stupendous—the falling of a peb- 
ble aa well as the rolling of the spheres, The distinc- 
tion which is made between this, and God's particular 
or epecial Providence, is, that while the latter includes 
only such actions and events as are specially provided 
for—as hold the place of ends in the economy of the 
Divine government,—the former embraces, also, all 
the incidental or collateral results developed by the 
means employed for their attainment. This is broad- 
ly stated in a note at the foot of page 28th. “ In its 
wider and more general signification, the whole course 
of human actions and events—everything which has 
transpired in our world—may be said to be included 
in God's Providence; inasmuch as all bas proceeded 
trom the constitution of things which He established, 
and must from the beginning have been foreseen by 
Him. Ie thie sense every occurrence in life may, 
with propriety, be spoken of as providential. Acci. 
dents originating in the grossest carelessness, death, 
although by the hand of the assassin, may still be re- 
garded as providential. 

In its narrower signification, the word is used to 
denote a system of special provisions for securing eer- 
tain definite and specific ends. In this stronger 
sense, only that which is directly provided for, which 
is the object of contrivance and design and purpose, 
can be said to be embraced in the Divine Providence. 
It is hardly necessary to say, that it is in this latter 
sense that the term is to be understood im the present 
discussion.” And again in the text of the same page : 
* All the events of which the earth has been the the- 
atre, moral as well as physical, have proceeded from 
God. They were all foreknown to Him at the time 
of its creation, as destined to follow from the laws un- 
der which He placed it. It was in the light of such 
foreknowledge, that its actual constitution was adopt- 
ed. It was adopted because it was seen to be best 
fitted for securing the Divine ends, or because in plaa 
or in execution, or in both, it was most congenial to 
the Divine nature. Bat we may pot infer from this, 
that everything in our world is alike pleasing to God ; 
that everything was alike provided for and intended 
by Him ; that it was the direct object of contrivance 


over, annihilate the distinction between good and 
evil, and render the Divine character a sphynx-like 
enigma, dark and difficalt, beyond all of solution. 
We must suppose some things to 

ENDS in the constitution and 


of the plan adopted for their attainment.” 1 am bap- 
py to observe that the same distinction is made be- 
tween God’s general and special providence in an 
able and instructive article in the October number of 
the Bibliotheca Sacra, from the pen of Dr. 
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